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While	 the	RAF	believed	 it	 could	not	be	done,	Lord	Beaverbrook	(a	Canadian,	Max	Aitken,	
heading	the	British	Ministry	of	Aircraft	Production)	contacted	his	friends	at	Canadian	Pacific	
to	investigate	what	it	would	take	to	be	able	to	fly	land	based	airplanes	across	the	Atlantic,	
even	in	the	middle	of	the	winter.		On	13	July	1940,	Canadian	Pacific	Airways,	based	in	Dorval,	
decided	 to	 give	 all	 support	 possible	 to	 the	 ferry	 operations	 across	 the	 Atlantic	with	 the	
creation	of	a	dedicated	operation,	known	as	the	Canadian	Pacific	Air	Services	Department.	
	
About	a	year	later,	10	May	1941,	the	ferry	operations	were	taken	over	directly	by	the	British	
Ministry	of	Aircraft	Production	itself	through	its	ATFERO	(Atlantic	Ferrying	Organization).	
The	Canadian	Pacific	agreement	was	thereby	terminated.	
	
ATFERO	was	even	shorter-lived,	for	this	responsibility	was	now	assumed	as	of	01	August	
1941	by	 the	Royal	Air	 Force	Ferry	Command.	The	RAFFC	was	 luckily	 commanded	by	 an	
extremely	 capable	 officer,	Air	 Chief	 Marshal	 Sir	 Frederick	 William	 Bowhill.		 AFTERO	
personnel	were	incorporated	as	civilian	or	military	personnel.		
	
About	a	year	later	(September	1942),	“Flying”	magazine	brought	out	a	special	issue	on	the	
RAF,	 including	 a	 section	 on	 Ferry	 Command.	 Presented	 by	 the	 commander	 of	 Ferry	
Command,	it	gives	a	good	look,	after	one	year	of	operation,	at	what	Ferry	Command	hoped	
to	do.	 	Some	of	these	photos	are	well	known	but	it	 is	nice	to	see	them	in	a	contemporary	
article.	
	
There	are	a	few	points	in	this	article	of	particular	interest.	 	A	first	point	is	that	when	one	
thinks	of	Ferry	Command,	it	is	the	transfer	of	airplanes	that	comes	to	mind.		But	it	was	also	
a	method	of	transferring	pilots	and	crews,	as	70%	of	ferry	flights	were	flown	by	personnel	
who	stayed	in	Europe	as	operational	crews.		It	was	also	the	primary	means	for	transporting	
high-level	officials.	Perhaps	as	important,	 it	carried	both	critical	supplies	and	mail	 in	pre-
internet	era.	
		
This	article	 includes	an	excellent	summary	of	the	provenance	of	pilots	and	crews	and	the	
high	standards	of	training	required	before	being	allowed	to	fly	the	Atlantic.	
	
The	 article	 also	 gives	 very	 interesting	 information	 on	 the	 command	 structure	 of	 Ferry	
Command	and	the	range	of	responsibilities	of	the	commander’s	chief	staff	officers.	Not	an	
easy	 task,	 given	 the	 mixed	 military	 and	 civilian	 resources	 and	 the	 number	 of	 agencies	
involved.	
	
I	would	have	thought	though	that	Don	Bennett’s	name	would	be	more	prominent,	given	his	
key	early	role	setting	up	the	operation,	training	crews,	and	leading	the	first	expedition	
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