
 

This British magazine from 29 August 1946 came out roughly one year 
after the end of the war against Japan and 18 months after the defeat 
of German forces.  The text therefore describes Gander as it started on 
its journey towards becoming a civilian airport.  

 

 

 



The text and graphic below present several interesting points.  A first one is 
that in 1946, the former military hanger shown as point E on the map was 
used as temporary facilities for American Airlines.  This in fact was hanger 12, 
which later became the first hockey rink. 

Directly below this hanger can be seen the point A, for long time known as 
Caledonia Camp, which had been taken over by the British Overseas Airlines 
Corporation.  BOAC was the British state-owned airline created in 1940 by 
the merger of Imperial Airways and British Airways Ltd.  On 31 March 1974, 
BOAC merged with BEA forming today's British Airways.  

BOAC played an important role in Gander history. It was the recently retired 
general manager of Imperial Airways, Woods Humphery who, in 1940, 
assured Lord Beaverbrook that trans-Atlantic flying was feasible. Even more, 
it was largely with a team of Imperial Airways pilots that the first ferry flights 
were made.  Less than one year after the first ferry flight to Britain, on 24 
September 1941, BOAC started its North Atlantic Return Ferry Service using 
modified non-armed B-24 Liberators. The first flight was made by Captain CP 
Jones. On 07 September 1944, BOAC had completed its 1000th return ferry 
run. 

As mentioned in this article, BOAC went through a quiet period in Gander in 
1946 “since the temporary suspension of Constellation services”.  What the 
article does not say is that basically speaking, the UK government wanted to 
use airplanes made in Britain rather than American planes – though the Brits 
really didn’t have an equivalent. 

It was finally on 15 April 1947 that Gander started to become busy with BOAC 
activity, with a weekly Constellation flight from London to Montreal via 
Prestwick and Gander.  A busier Europe to North America operation was 
soon to follow. 

 

 



Sometime later BOAC used on its trans-Atlantic flights the Stratocruiser, 
which was basically a modified B-29 bomber liked the ones that dropped an 
atomic bomb on Horoshima and Nagasaki.  The first Stratocruiser registered 
to BOAC was the G-AKGH, named Caledonia, which was the same name as 
the BOAC Gander site. 

 

 

 

 

Another interesting fact according to the article is that apparently Gander’s 
population in 1946 went down to a low of about 800, compared to over 7000 
during the war. While these statistics are not necessarily the same as on 
other sites, it does point out that over a one-year period, Gander’s population 
melted and aviation practically ground to a halt.  A bit like today, Gander had 
to re-invent itself. 

 

It is also interesting that in the diagram, the Army side is not shown. The most 
likely reason for this is that the article discusses primarily aviation-related 
activity and the Army side really was more of an anti-aircraft artillery camp 
and would have just taken up scarce space on the page.  

 

 

 



 

 


