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While no definitive source of information was found, it would appear 
that "airport pennants" became popular basically in the 1950s and 
1960s.  The best way to test this hypothesis is of course to try to buy 
one from another period.  One will find that there is little available 
from the 1940s or the 1970s.  
 
The collecting of airport pennants was also pretty much an American 
phenomenon. Searches done in English, French, Spanish turned up 
no airport pennants in Europe or South America.  
 
This may be related to the use of pennants in American sports and 
colleges. In major league baseball, for example, the Pennent Race 
refers to the competition within the National  League and American 
League to decide which team of each league will compete in the 
World Series.  In the 60s, they could be seen at least in the major 
Canadian airport such as Vancouver, Toronto and Montreal and  a 
number of smaller ones. 
 
Gander of course was a different sort of creature.This came about 
because of the very large American presence there, starting in 1941.   
According to the American base history as provided by Darrell Hillier, 
at the peak, in mid-summer 1943, they had a standing military staff of 
almost 2700. As well, Mr Hillier has calculated that slightly over 
45000 airmen flying USAAF planes rotated through Gander during 
WWll. 
 
As with their bottles of Coca-Cola, the Americans of course brought 
along the other aspects of their culture,  This was even more evident 
after the war when civilian aviation became the driving force. 
 
A quick look of the genealogy section of this website will point out the 
relative weight, on terms of population, of employees from the US. 
TWA and Pan American were large providers of a staff, not including 



Ground Control Approach based on former American military 
personnel.  Allied Aviation was an American company.   
 
Here are some of the Gander pennants.  It is important to note 
however that those shown are unusual in that are from the !940s 
rather than the usual 50s and 60s.  These are pre-Confederation, as 
those from the 50s almost invariably mention Canada or show a 
maple leaf or a Mountie. First of all, there was the "standard model" 
below which came in several colours.  Three are shown but there 
may also have been a brown in the same style. 
 

 

 

 
 



An astute observer will have noted that the graphics are not exactly 
the same, the clouds being dissimilar. From examining other 
pennants, I would believe that the green one is the most recent 
version. 
 
In any case, the wonderful DC-4 type aircraft was later replaced by 
something more representative of Newfoundland, as opposed to 
aviation.  As soon as commercial flights started through Gander, led 
by American Export Airlines in late October 1945, the area became to 
be known for its hunting and fishing.  Airline company executives 
were quite happy to have an airport  in the middle of it all! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
But	 the	 last	 pennant	 is	 the	 certainly	 	 the	most	 impressive	 as	 it	 from	 the	
period	when	Gander	was	 called	 "Newfoundland	Airport".	 	 The	 name	was	
officially	changed	in	mid-1941,	and	its	unofficial	use	had	pretty	much	died	
out	a	year	later.		
	
The	Americans	were	very	quick	on	the	gun	to	bring	out	this	pennant.	The	
first	American	weather	personnel	of	8th	Weather	Squadron,	under	Captain	
Clark	Hosmer,	arrived	09	March	1941	to	support	the	later	arrival	of	the	US	
21st	Reconnaissance	Squadron	,	while		the	U.S.	Army	Air	Base	was	initiated	
in	Gander	with	the	arrival	of	Lt.	Julian	M.	Bleyer	and	Lt.	Lawrence	of	the	
21st	Reconnaissance,	flying	a	B-18	Bolo	(20	April	1941).	
	



	

	
	
One	 might	 also	 note	 that	 this	 pennant	 does	 not	 show	 the	 expected	
"USAAF"	designation	but	rather	the	United	States	Army	Air	Corps.		The	Air	
Corps	became	the	United	States	Army	Air	Forces	(USAAF)	on	20	June	1941,	
making	this	a	very	rare	item.	
	
These	old	pennants	are	much	more	than	just	triangular	pieces	of	felt	with	
cute	graphics.		They	are	a	witness	to	a	culture	and	to	an	epoch,	a	veritable	
window	into	another	time	and	place.	
	
But	sometimes	the	tradition	carries	on!		The	following	is	the	actual	penant	
used	by	the	town	of	Gander	in	its	wekcome	to	tourists.			
	

	
It	neatly	brings	together	the	old	and	the	new,	doesn't	it?	

	


