
 
 

The construction of the Hudson bomber 
 

(by Robert G Pelley, 29 September 2021 
bobsganderhistory.com 

 
As most people who have read this website know already, a first group of seven Hudson aircraft, 
led by Captain D.C.T. Bennett in T9422, departed Gander 10 November  1940 at 2233 GMT. All 
arrived safely the following day at Aldergrove in Northern Ireland after an 11 hour flight.  
 
The photos below from the late Fred Smeaton show the beginnings f these flights. The first is 
apparently the first group doing checks, while the second shows the refueling of the second group. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

But where did it originate?  Was it a conversion of a civilian aircraft or a new design?  The 
Lockheed manual from probably early 1939 shown in the next pages gives the story.  
 
 
Use your zoom as required, but please note that because of upload limits, the text quality had to 
be reduced. If anyone needs a particular page, please let me know 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


