
 
 

The first Gander newspaper – 
« The Gander Traveller » 

 
(by Robert G Pelley, 2015/12/17) 

 
In a sense, Gander in the early 50s didn’t have much going for it. It 
was pretty much isolated from the rest of the world. Going anywhere 
generally meant taking a slow, often unreliable, train, the “Newfy 
Bullet”, or emptying out your wallet to take a plane.  It had a radio 
station, CBG, originally the RCAF’s wartime VORG, that was taken 
over from the Broadcast Company of Newfoundland by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation when Newfoundland joined Confederation. 
But if you really wanted to know what was going on in the world, you 
would have needed a good short-wave radio.   
 
On the other hand, if you liked hunting, fishing and such and 
preferred staying close to home, Gander was a nice place to live.  It 
had schools, churches, grocery stores, movie theatres and a pretty 
decent hospital.  It was, all in all, rather civilized – except for one 
thing.  It did not have a newspaper to bring together and inform its 
3500 residents. However, in 1950 someone decided to go about 
fixing the problem. 
 
Don Marshall was chef-dispatcher and station manager for Pan 
American Airways. He was known in Pan Am circles as a crackerjack, 
well-liked by his employees and quite involved in the community.   He 
was in particular a very active member of the Gander Lions Club. 
 
Early in 1950 he start talking about the need for a newspaper.  During 
the summer, he convinced the Lions Club executive to come on 
board and they agreed to raise the money to get it started and keep it 
operating.  They did however have one condition, namely that Don 
himself take on job as managing editor!  This he did willingly, despite 
all his usual responsibilities with Pan Am, and on 24 October, a first 
issue came out. 
 
Shown below is the second issue, dated 10 November 1950. 
Because each photo is a newspaper page, you may need to use your 
browser zoom.  (Page 7, showing only the CBG programming 
schedule, is not shown for upload reasons.) 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 
 



When the Gander Traveller came out on 24 October, it sold 1000 
copies in Gander, with another 1000 sent to Corner Brook and 
Clarenville and the towns between. 
 
The official launch was celebrated at the Airlines Hotel with a cocktail 
party, a grand dinner and dance. It was even attended by Deputy  
District Governor of Lions International, in from St.John’s. 
 
It managed to keep its head above water apparently until late 1951 - 
but despite its auspicious and hopeful beginning, the cost of doing 
business was just too high and it finally had to close down.  
 
It took another seven years before another attempt was made to 
publish a local paper.  In 1958 two chaps in Grand Falls started 
wondering about the possibility of a weekly paper in Gander. They 
were Walter and Michael Blackmore, who were already publishing the 
“Grand Falls Advertiser”. The story goes that they rented a small 
space in Gander, bought a typewriter, strapped a desk to the roof of 
their Volkswagen and by the time they had driven the 60 miles 
between the two places, their first stories were already sketched out.  
The Gander Beacon was born.  
 
Hopefully it will carry on the tradition of community service of 
Gander’s first newspaper for many years – without going broke!  
 
 


