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The envelope below, at a quick glance, looks much like the average 
letter sent from Gander by military personnel during the Second 
World War. But on second glance, there is much more going on here 
than meets the eye. 
 
 

 
 
 

A first point is that this envelope went through Canadian Army Post 
Office number 2 (CAPO No2). There were two main CAPOs in 
Gander. No 2 was located in the general area of the railway station 
and Administration area, while CAPO no 4 was in the RCAF area 
(known to most as the "Canadian side"). It would appear that there 
were small "branches" on the Army side, the RAF side and a 
construction area (Mcnamara's) just south of the airport. Each military 
unit had its own pickup/delivery system, notably for censorship 
purposes. 



 
Another minor but unusual point is that this letter was from a 
Canadian CAPO, but headed to the United States. The American 
forces in Gander had their own postal system, with American stamps. 
Their postal numbers were simply APO, which had two numbers over 
time.  The first number of the Gander APO was 801- C. 
 
However in 1942-43, the American military chain of command in 
Newfoundland was slightly modified and the APO numbers were 
modified as well, the new APO number becoming 865.  
 
As a guestimate, well over 95 % of mail originating with Canadians 
went to Canada, with a similar ratio for the Americans. So a Canadian 
letter to the US was infrequent. 
 
Much more interesting is the return address information block on the 
left hand side of the envelope. 
 

 
 
 
An unusual point about this envelope is that it gives the complete 
identification of the unit to which the soldier belongs.  It is given as 
"L&W Regt, G coy". This was in fact G company of the first battalion 
of the Lincoln and Welland Regiment from southern Ontario. (On 16 
July 1943 the 1st Battalion it embarked for Britain. On 25 July 1944 
this unit landed in France as part of the 10th Infantry Brigade of 4th 
Canadian Armoured Division and fought in North-West Europe until 
the end of the war.)  It is surprising that the censor let this information 
go through the mail system. 



 
It also says " W-Force", an extremely rare inscription on a Gander 
envelope, according to my own experience. The Canadian 
government had plans for troops in many places, each with a 
particular letter designation. This list is obviously not based on 
relative temperature! 
 
º B - Bermuda 
º C - Hong Kong 
º G - Labrador 
º N - Bahamas 
º W - Newfoundland  
º X - Greenland 
º Y - Jamaica 
º Z - Iceland 
 
W-Force was therefore the name given to the Canadian troops in 
Newfoundland. After Canada agreed to assume the responsibility for 
Newfoundland’s defense and coastal artillery in 1940, infantry 
battalions of the "W" force were strategically placed to protect 
installations at St. John’s, Botwood, Gander, Lewisporte and others 
places. W Force reached its peak strength in December 1943, with 
nearly 6000 all ranks. At the start and end of the war, it was 
commanded by a Brigadier-General but for the rest of the time, it was 
under the command of a higher-ranking Major-General. 
 
W Force had its own badge, very rare and apparently seldom used, 
to the point that two versions have been suggested, one looking left 
and the other looking right. 
 

 
 



 
Finally, this envelope carries in the upper right-hand corner the 
inscription "Canadian Legion War Service", made available through a 
"welfare services" section. 
 
The Canadian Legion has as yet not provided any formal information 
but, unofficially, it would appear that during the war, the Canadian 
Legion sent to soldiers overseas envelopes and writing paper as this 
was a scarce commodity for overseas troops, even those in garrison 
or non-combatant situations.  
 
For those interested in history, a simple envelope can give much 
more than just a mailing address!  
 
 
 
 


