
First Gander Tower 

Administration Building 

 

This is an article from the "The War Illustrated", published in 
Britain every 10 days or so to support the war effort  during 
World War two. 

On page 295 of volume 5, no 113, of 29 November 1941 there 
was a nice one-page item on the Ferry Command in Gander. 

 

 



 

Here is a zoom on the inside of the tower: 

 

 

 

 

Gander was an important subject in 1941 as this was the 
second time it was covered in an article in The War Illustrated. 
There was an earlier one in January but being a 2-page spread, 
it is presently hard to scan. 

 

The photo below from the 1950 Atlantic Guardian give a close-
up of the working area nary a computer in sight, even many 
aircraft to control at a given moment. 



 

 

The tower can been on the top of the Administration Bldg: 

 

 

 



The tower by the old terminal  (former Ferry Command hanger 
21-22 complex) is shown below in two photos courtesy of 
Carol Walsh: 

  

 

 



Here is another 1950 Atlantic Guardian photo: 

 

 

 

These old control towers of wood, glass and a few radios don't 
look like much by modern standards, but they were manned 
by well-trained people.  These folks could help a few Hudsons 
start the trans-Atlantic adventure in 1940 or later in the war to 
herd off a hundred or so B-17 Flying Fortress or B-24 Liberator 
bombers in a single batch without batting an eye. 

Luckily this tradition has been maintained over time.  Just 
asked the crews and passengers of the gaggle of airplanes 
who were very happy to drop in for a few days on a certain 
September 11. 

 


