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"Yank" was a weekly magazine published by the American military
during World War II. The first issue was published on June 17, 1942
and was written by enlisted rank soldiers only. Each issue was edited
in New York City and then shipped for printing around the world where
staff editors added local stories for a total of 21 editions in 17
countries. "Yank" was the most widely read magazine in the history of
the U.S. military, with a circulation of over 2.6 million. Its last issue
was published in December 1945.
The example described below was a special VE day (Victory in
Europe) issue, in honour of the Allied victory in Europe on 08 May
1945. It was published on 01 June 1945.
It was a veritable history of the 2nd World War. The basic contents
went as follows:
º The GI's war in Europe: A Picture Story of the American soldier's
fight against Germany and Italy from enlistment to victory. Twelve
pages and 93 excellent photos
º The end of Germany: The two weeks ending with the official German
surrender on 08 May at 20h41, Eastern time.
º A Sad Sack cartoon piece by Sgt George Baker
º Redeployment: How the point system works by Henry Stimson
º Don't you know there's a war over: Some people didn't realize that
one war was over - but that the other was to continue.

Interestingly, this was one of the few - and possibly only - issue who
was no "pinup girl". The situation was perhaps too solemn for that.

This was the front cover:

The main story of this issue of "Yank", as well as the tone and the
feeling of the moment, came been summed up by the photo in the
center of the cover, where we see a defeated German soldier.

But the key to our story can be seen from the writing in the top right
corner, which appears to be “S Vanus, May 29, 1945, Gander,
Newfoundland”.

This really brings home the reality and the flavour of life in Gander at
the end of the war. One can see some young US soldier, or most
likely airman from the United States Army Air Force (USAAF), sitting
on his bunk in a bachelor quarters on the American side, happy that
the war is finally over and that he can now go home without danger,
with no longer anyone thinking of shooting him or sinking his boat on
the way.
But he knows, as the magazine points out, there is still a war to be
fought against Japan.
In fact, the magazine ends with a typical photo from that period of a
Japanese soldier:

The person who wrote his name on the front could be of any rank.
However officers tend to like to show the rank they hold, so given that
none is shown, we will presume for the needs of the article that it
belonged to an EM (enlisted man) who could have permanent or
transient. The map which follows shows where he might have lived.

The transient quarters, in blue, are Air France (12), Pan American (17)
and Shell Oil (67). I myself lived in Bldg 67 - who knows, maybe he
stayed in what became our living room.
The permanent quarters, in red, are Trans World Airways (13,14),
KLM (15), Trans Canada (16), Pan Am (18), and Esso (65,66,68)
So maybe he was set up in your living rather than mine......

