
 
 

More of Gloria’s splendid mid-1940s photos - 
Living, working and having fun in Gander 

 
 
Photo 1. photos  D/F station hut, cafeteria, Mose, Roy & Frank & 
transmitters  
(UPPER LEFT) Mose Blunden beside the Dorval-Gander transmitter 
LOWER LEFT) Roy Moss locked Frank Anderson in the Prestwick-
Gander transmitter 
(LOWER RIGHT) Ron Reed at D/F station hut 
UPPER RIGHT) RAF cafeteria & canteen, winter 1946 

 
 

 
Photo 2. Ground to air room, Ron & Andy monitor the northern 
route 
Merv Williams, Frank Roach work the ground to air while F/O (flying 
officer) Ken Hayhow looks on. Ron Reed works the southern route 
circuit until Andy takes over 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Photo 3. badminton crew & wireless staff, a questionable fire 
patrol badminton crew � Mac Donald, Arthur Timson, Dot (Dorothea) 
Trotter, Gerry Davis, Johnny Mayoh, & Dobson look on as Bob Smith 
& Johnny Pike hug, fun in the summer with some RAF non-coms  
& fun in the winter with the wireless staff as a questionable fire patrol 
(?) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Photo 4. Anne Burchill, Jock Diamond on Deadman's Pond, Belle 
MacKenzie, Hazel Bjornstad, Myrtle Smith badminton crew - 
MacDonald, Arthur Timson, Dot (Dorothea) Trotter, Gerry Davis, 
Johnny Mayoh, & Dobson look on as Bob Smith & Johnny Pike hug, 
fun in the summer with some RAF non-coms & fun in the winter with 
the wireless staff as a questionable fire patrol (?)  
 
 
Gloria is sitting lower left ---- starting top left Doug, Ethel Hanna, 
Hazel Bjornstad, Bert Gardiner, Belle MacKenzie, Andy. front row – 
Gloria Durham, ??, Anne Burchill  
 
Anne Burchill, Jock Diamond on Deadman's Pond (some pond!),  
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Photo 5 on circuits & teletype to Dorval, Prestwick (Scotland), 
New York, Foynes (Ireland) 
UPPER LEFT) Betty Dickson on Dorval automat 
(LOWER LEFT) Dick Stamp on T/T 
HOULD BE 3RD (UPPER RIGHT) 
 Dan Faour sends Morse code to Dorval 2, Bert Gardiner on PWK 
(Prestwick, Scotland), Audrey Hall on WSY NewYork (USA),  
BOTTOM RIGHT) Gloria Durham on EIP (Foynes, Ireland), Barbara 
Galloway on WSY, (NewYork)  
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Photo 6 Audrey Hall, Andy at Deadman's Pond, Gander Lake 

Deadman's Pond, Audrey Hall on a trail nearby, Andy skates on it  
Gander Lake, summer - there are sailboats, winter - we ski nearby. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Photo 7 Doug Warnes, Dale Beckstead, Ethel in snow, RAF 
Norseman Doug Warnes, Dale Beckstead, Ethel in a wee bit of snow,  
RAF Norseman ready for take-off; also, the Norseman gasses up 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Photo 8 Ethel Hanna, Ken Clarkson, a 'lib' aircraft  
(UPPER & LOWER LEFT) photos 1 and 2 a 'Lib' (Liberator) aircraft 
awaits repairs 
(UPPER & LOWER RIGHT) photos 3 and 4 Ethel Hanna skated on 
Deadman's Pond, Ken Clarkson decorates the Christmas tree,  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Photo 9 RAF transmitter station, control board, & flight log 

Ken charts the planes & their routes on the Control board. 
Andy beside the New York/Shediac/Gander transmitter. 
Roy shows Andy how a transmitter log is kept. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Photo10  snack after midnight, throwing stones, cafeteria, & 'C' 
building 
 
UPPER LEFT) RAF cafeteria & canteen from the runway. 
LOWER LEFT) 'C' building & boys' barracks 
UPPER RIGHT) Tom Emery, Andy, & Ken enjoy a snack after 
midnight shift. 
(LOWER RIGHT) “Mid“, Jean, “Mossie“, “Murph“ throw stones at the 
lake. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 11 Bert Gardiner and friend stand before a barracks, 
Gander.  
 Bert wears the uniform issued to ONLY male members  of RAFTC 
(Royal Air Force Transport Command).  Although they told us we had 
the rank of Flying Officers, we were not recognized as Veterans by 
either Britain or Canada when returning to Civilian life. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Photo 12 Christmas living-room, women's quarters, 1944 
 

 
 

 



Photo 13  Eloise Lush, Newfoundland, a housemother's helper, 
Isabelle MacKenzie, Alberta, Anne Burchill, NB,(lying down) 
radio operators.  We worked shifts � 4 pm (1600 hr) to midnight 
(called either 23:59 or 00:01), 8 am (8:00) to 4; midnight to 8.  2 1/2 
days before the shifts began again.  
 

 
 
Photo 14 Climbing the rocky hills near Gander.  Girls wore skirts 
or dresses � no slacks. 

 

 



Photo 15 Gloria, on the edge of the water at Deadman's Pond, 
Gander, 1944.  
 
 

 

 
 



Photo 16 
Liberators waiting to fly to relief of Britain 1944.  We were not 
allowed to take close-up photos until the war's end. 
 

 
 

 
Photo 17 Pan Am, TWA aircraft , Pan Am prepared for overseas trip, 
Feb. 1946;  passengers boarding TWA bound for Britain; taxiing on 
the runway into the wind 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Photo 18 Gloria Durham in living-room of women's quarters, RAF 
side of Gander airport, 1944. 

 
 

Photo 19 Gloria Durham & Dale Beckstead walk towards Gander 
Lake, 1944 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
Photo 20 Harry Sewell, mechanic, walks past boys leaving 
Gander on a Dakota aircraft 
 
A cargo plane, with no seats or pressurized cabin, no windows, food, 
toilet, heating.  On a similar plane, Anne Burchill & I went with the 
cargo from Dorval to Gander.  The cargo was tied down the centre of 
the interior.  We, sitting on the rib against the plane's side, were given 
no oxygen masks, but a brown paper bag to use in case we were 
sick, which Anne was.  I helped with hers then gave her my bag. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Photos 21 and 22 RAFTC flight passes with a note about oxygen 
masks and parachute. 
 
 
These are some of my flight passes.  We travelled only by cargo 
plane, like the Dakota airplane, with no seats or pressurized cabin, no 
windows, food, toilet, heating. It was so loud in the plane that, upon 
arrival, I was still yelling when I thought I was just talking normally. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

--------------------------------- 
Gloria’s tools of the trade! 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 


